THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

was not only his right but his duty to issue
regulations based upon his own conscientious
interpretation of the law. In this case, how-
ever, the executive in the enforcement of the
law practically made a new law as compared
with anything done by his predecessors. Such
powers may often affect greatly the welfare of
the public, and this discretionary power of the
executive is one that has often been overlooked.
In times of emergency, the executive may
often, by his mere ruling, accomplish results
that it would be impossible to secure within
a reasonable time by acts of the legislature.
Nevertheless, this power may become danger-
ous in the hands of an executive who might be
unscrupulous and who might be willing to usurp
power with danger to the liberty of the people.
The executive, in the interpretation of the law,
ought, of course, always to use his best judg-
ment with the public welfare in mind. Unfor-
tunately, not all people have the same com-
mon sense, the same wise judgment. If an
executive were simply to say to his subordinates,
"You must use good judgment in the inter-
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